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Wos the Sciptiralf Grounds 2 
nants for the Reformation of 
by Way of Cppenam, 
1 . 2 bo A \ j1 . 7 
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M T's 
Send you my Thoughts aboup the-Scripture-war- 
. rants far Nations entring into Covengnts, parti - 
cularly, for ſupporting the Reformation of the 
Church of Scotland, as it was carried on Cover 
nant-ways, and by League and Covenant with Eaſton 
and Ireland. I do indeed, to my Grief, underſtand that 
gur worthy Anceſtors are found Fault with on that Head, 
by Perſons of ſundry Denominationsy and at this Time, 
by ſome, of whom better Things might have been expas 
* Red. Therefore, I ſend you this, in Defence of our 
ſiolemn and ſacred Covenants, particularly, the Form 

thereof: Taking it for granted, that the Ma 

EY, of themis and expedient 5- as has been ſuffich 
egntly proveri by many learned and worthy Authors 
wbt 1 here nd unto, is to broach that great and 
important Purpoſe, upon Grounds that bear Weight 
mich me: And my Bringing it once upon the Field 
may engage others better qualified to treat the Condos 
1 Very from the Bottom. £5 5k * 
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1 u ac this Time debated, Sbecber the x Church a, | "= 


vtlafd; and afterward theſe of England and Ireland” 


ConjunRion with them did right, and are to wo bo p _ 


oven in the ſolemn Practice of oats OH 
ith the Lord, towards the advaticihg 
„ in Oppofition to the Enethies — 2 Fr Anker” 5 
this, i, I would offer ſome little Ahſtract of theſs | 
enants, as" to the Matter of them. ade, It will be 
to enquire into the Grounds and Warrants for natio- 
and ſolemn Covenartting. 3tio,;To examine whether 
Obligation by theſe Covenants extend to Poſteriryy 
d ſo remaineth binding upon us. 4to, To conſider 
quiſites for entring aright into Owenant. And 575 : 
he hainous Sinfllneſs of Covenant · breaking may 
: hed i into. And; 2 £ 
Firſt* There is in our Covengnes, a Confeſſion of our 
ith, in Oppoſition unto the Pepacy, and other Er- 
rs and Hereſies: Asthiz Church was gradually refors 
| from them; whereof.we have the Series in the Pre- 
de to our National Covemant, ſhewing, that our Re- 
nation from Popery was was ſet on x Covenant-footing,) 
1 carried ionally forward, as | 42 grew. (2.) 
ſolemn Renunciation of all theſe; as of Popery, ſo alſo 
Prelacy, and its Ap —— een 
rt of Antichriſtianiſm ; with a profeſſed Endeavour, 
Grace, to root out Error ,Schiſm,Hereſy,Super titiony © 
hanneſs,end — — is contrary to ſound Dodtrins 
8 thePower of pray obs ove” 4 oe lay out our ſelves for © 
Preſervation of that P Refortnation;to which 
Church of m—_ had been happily raiſed ; and to 
pur for bringing the Churches of England and lree, 
d, to a bl vy Uniformity with them in Doctrine, 
e r cipline and Government, gecording to tha 
| and the Exampl es of the beſt reformed 
urches. (4.) Herein, to 7 Hand to one another, 
— Pazoies thereunto, under whatſomever Di- 
le, 5 Fog bear faithful and true Allegiance to the 
g's Majeſty, in the Defence and Maintenance of Re- 
dn, and of the Subjects Liberties; -as alſo to pre- 


the Freedom of the 422 74. 8 
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e Perliaments. (6.) 10 maintain and defend” 
# > _Ghurchinall her Rigbts and Privileges, againſt all 
. mall eneroach upon, or underming the -4 ine 
©, - what Pretext ſocuer. (7) To be earneſt; in the Cauk 
ln Oppoſition to that deteſiable Indifferency_ ang New 
traliiy, which we ther in ſolemnl ahjure. As may be 
ſeen at large in the pants, with the ſolemn Acne 
Jedg ment of Sins, d Engagement to Duties, containe 
therein: Whence it is plain, all true Pregbyteriens wil 
r that the Matter of the Covenants is jul 
. 80 81 he 75 P 2 x 0 F 
Second Head is, To enquire into the Grounds a 
Warrants for National and Solemn Covenanting. I ſhal 
It, Set down what's on either Hand yielded, by the 
who are ſincerely of our Communion, as. Presbyteriam 
— ph _ CRP Matter in Diſpu te to a :narrowe 
| BY YOUR © Bdils 4, » 
I. [tis granted, That there is a previous Divine C 
ligation to all the fore mentioned Duties, lying upon 
according to our- ſeveral Stations; were it not fo, 1 
-Qath could bind us to them. An Oath cannot be a Bon 
to any Thing not founded upon. the Lord's Word, 
his — Service, and the Adminiſtration of the C 
dinances of his Kingdom, ſas 29.13. Col. 2. 22, 23+ Md 
15.9. | 2 5 2 


2. I take it for granted, that our Church, and th 
of England and Ireland in Conjunction with us, hayi 
ſuch a fair Occaſion and patent Door opened to them 
a Chain of remarkable Providences, did well in 
ſing their Adherence to the Meaſuse of Reformation 
tained, and joining Iſſue for carrying it further ; 

| _ the Interruption theteof was a very ſad Diſpeil 
on. - 0 © | 
3. That we ought to pray, that the Lord, of hisf 
Merey dope: Chriſt, wpuld open'a Door for 
+  Retriyal of that bleſſed Work, according to what 
i | pected, begun and carried on a good Length in t 
r _ bleſſed Days, with great Solemnity, under a plen 
©, Efufion' of the Gifts and Graces a the Gpirk of: 


C2 
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' 0 C 5 J; 5 | , + Mi wo 1 = 
in. than devolves precifely into theſe w 
, All, Whether it mas juſt and right to interpeſrtr 
ſelemn Qath an the Caſe ? adly, If this Oath oblige w 


wity.? Hate the an „ „ 4 44G 
Firſt, We hold their ze: And ſbr Proof, I reaſon- 
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om Deut. 26. 17, 18. wherth grexrcad concerning the 
ord's avouching v to be his Peoplgg& their avouch- 
s him to be their God ʒ whereof, I take our Covenants 


be a clear and ſweet Bremplification. The Lord 
dndeſcended. to avouch ti Churches of Britain and ve - 
nd, as aforeſaid, to be his People, in Ways moſt no- 
ble and alluring, by raiſing a reforming: Work, to a 
rely Pitch amongſt them, under a great and plepti- 
Effuſion of the Gifts and Graces of his Spirit, and a 
rge Ingathering of many to Shilob z and they avouched 
m to be their God, ſwearing -throughhis Grace, and 
his Strength, to carry on the Work, according to his 
ord,. and the Examples of the beſt reformed Churches. 
it be excepted, that the Avouching in tho fore-mentio«' - - 
d Paſlage was peculiar to the Old Teſtament ' Diſpen-' 
ion. I anſwer, There is no Colour of Reaſon in this 
xception z For, none will preſume to ſay, that the 
vrd's avauching or owning a People to be his People, 
$ reſtricted to the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation; and, 
People's avouching him to be their God, is ſo mani- _ 
ly required thereby, as the Counter-part, that it 
re choaking even to Reaſon, and yet much more to "0 
ligion, to call in queſtion the Morality of the Duty, _ 
ing juſt the ſolemm Acknowledgment” of a. Deity, b + i 
ning his Truths and Ordinanees, as in his Sight. The — 
lation of Churches to their Lord and Head, implies 
enant ing in the very, Nature of the Thing; and 
is done implicitely by all true Churches, was done F 
dre explicitely, and with greater Solemnity, by the _ 
zurches of Scotland, England and Ireland, in the Co- — 4h 
ant. Do not all true Ch in ſome Form or 
der, bind themſelvs to the Truths; re and 
ay of God, and ſb covenant with him materialſy f 
econd, We have divers Inſtances of ſolemn and Nati= 
Le: as re Dr ein mg - 6 
rr. "#41 3 «i 7, 
. 0 . ory. 
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and laborious « Task to review each of them. Toa 
rather to ſet them down in Bulk, and offer ſome Remark 
about them in general, Neb. 9. 38. and 10. 29. Deut 
29. 1, 2:——12, 13, 14, 15. 2 Cbren. 15. 12, 13, 14, 1% 
and 29. 10. and 34. 31,32. Each pf theſe and much 
more all of them, and like, the Poſition 
am now inſtructing. And with Relation to them, I offer 
the following Remarks; (1) Howſoever the eme 
nial - Law was included, as ſome Part of the Matter ſwort 
/ unto in theſe Old Teſtament Covenants, binding 1/64 
to the Worſhip then inſtituted, ſuitably unto the State 
of the Church before the Meſſiah his Coming in the 
Fleſh ; yet the Scope, Ground and Nature of the Obli 
gation, being Moral, cannot be reſtricted to that Diſper 
lation. We are in all Ages bound to inſtituted Worſhi 
and to a keeping the Ordinances of Chriſt and er 
tire; and in our Covenants, by which a ſolem 
Oath is interpaſed, the Obligation is the more ſtrong] 
fixed, (24) In theſe forementtoned Oaths and Covenants, 
the chief Matter, Otcaſion and Calls were Moral, a 
will appear at firſt Glance ; Namely, That in prefling 
Straits, upon imminent Dangers, in Returnings to the 
Lord after great and long continued Defections to Ido- 
latry, and other groſs Immoralities, they obliged then 
ſelyes by ſoletbn Vows and Covenants to ſerve the Lord, 
| - to ſet in Order, what had been out of Courſe in his 
Qrdinances. Sure none can reaſonably ſay, That the Mori 
(as indeed the whole of the Old Teſtament Covenants 
- were Moral) was peculiar to the Old Teſtament ;z and 
Swearing, being in its Nature a moral Duty, can make 10 
Alteration in the Caſe, as ſhall afterwards be ſuewed more 
particularly. (3.) For tis clear, that the Covenant in the 
ays of King Aſa, as to its Matter, was Moral, viz.To ſee 
the Lord God of their Fatbers, with all their Heart, a 
with all their Soul, This, none will confine to the Old 
Teſtament; and it was alſo enforced by the penal Sat 
Sion of Death, in Caſe of Deſection into the former 
dolatrics.,. Hence, I Humbly think, our worthy Refor 
wers x not to be raſhly blamed, — whoſe Sentiment 
Yap, That the chief Promoters of Popith Idolatry « 


- «vs 
. 
. . "2 . 
bak WS 08 
.. * * N 


* , L * 


ainſt Popery, enacted by Parliament. But, I enter not 
ito any Diſquiſition about that Matter, as not belong · 
ng to my preſent Deſign. (4.) And with Relation to 
he Covenant, centred into by King Hexekiab and the 
People, it was alſo clearly Moral; ahd the Words are 
pointed to that Effect; It is in mine Heart (ſaid he) to 
e Covenant with the Lord God of Iſrael; thet bi 
erce Wrath may turn away from us. It cannot be ſai 
ith any Shadow, of Ground, That this was peculiar 
he Old Teſtament ; For, here there was nothing of a 
remonial or Judicial Nature peculiar to the Jews. 
nd I think it remarkable, that the Record concerning 
Turning awiy of the Lord's Wrath, was in the like 
ircumſtances cffeRually verified amongſt us, only of 
ree Mercy through Chriſt,in regard our ng and pro(- 


enanty; and Faithfulneſs to the Lord, thro! his Grace, 
the Obſer 
aid till lower and lower by our Breaches of them: From 


Baal-peor) we are not purged to this Day. All this 1 
ight inſtruct by Facts, but that it would be too lo 
und, (5.) Touching the Covenant in King Foaſb 
ays, Oc. We have therein a divine and excellent Pat- 


ie King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; and alſo of 
be Allegiance due from Subjects to their Sovereigns 2+ 
nongſt Men. The Words, 2 Kings 11. 17. are ver 


nd the King, and the People, that they ſhould be the 
ord's People, betwen * the —_ the People : 
ereof I take our Covenants to have been a clear and 
leaſant Exemplification. * 
2d, I reaſon from Vows, which are undoubtedly of a 
oral Nature, and owned to be ſuch, in our Standards. 
ee Larger Catechiſm, Expoſition of the Second Gm 
exdment. No Doubt, concerning the Moral here, can 
moved about a Perſon's V owing, providingitheſe Vows. 
otherwiſe right in Matter and f PO 
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Death; as is alſo contained in the Penal Statutes 2 4 


co * 


der ing in all valuable Regards, held Pace with our Co- 
of them. As alſo, we fell and were 
which (as it was ſaid of old concerning the Iniquity ot 


rn of the Allegiance which Kings and People owe to 


xpreſs, Febojadab made 6 Covenant between the Lora, | 
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Is ſwoet and plain to this Purpaſe, as may be ſeas 
28. 20, 21, Ly and diverſe other Paſſages ws he £ 

red, as Pſal. 76. 11. and 132. 2. Eccl. 5. g. Fone 1. 
nd 2. 9. Mal. 1. 14. As to a Community, in Caſe ag 
Exception be moved on that Head, I think it plain that 
a rightly conſtituted Church is, in the very Nature < 
the Ching, a confederated Body devouted to the Lon 
and engaged to one another explicitely or implicitely 
which = great Solemnity was done by Oath 2 nels 

Lands, and may be juſtly reckoned their Glory: Sel 
the ſealing Ordinances carry Solemn Engagementz v0 be 
the Lord's; The ſtriceſt Ties and maſt ſolemn Vom 
are entred -into by Communities, in the Celebration 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. - 111 
' 3d, Fwearing (duly regulated) is a ſpecial Part of 
Moral Worſhip, and ſo cannot be confined to the Old 
Teſtament Diſpenſation; we find it alſo connected wit) 
Duties uncontrovertibly Moral. Deut. 6. 13. Thoy 
Halt fear theuLord, and cleave to bim; And N. E 
ſmear by bis Name. It is alſo of a Weight ſo very great; 
that the whole'of religious Worſhip is compriſed under 
it. Moreover, (which is peculiarly to be obſerved 
We have prophetical Accounts concerning Swearing | 
the Old Tedkament, which plainly relate to the State « 
Churches under the New: The following Texts of 
Ssripture, which are manifeſtly Moral in their Nature, 
and alfo prophegical, concerning what ſhould come to 
pals in the — Teſtament Church : Such as, Iſa. 19. 
18. and 45. 23. and 44. 5. which may be viewed: I need 
not tranſcribe them. 
- 4th, It is to he conſidered, that the Ordinances: 0 
Chriſt, the Doctrine, Worſhip and Church-Governmeng 
taught in the Lord's Word, are aTruſt committed to the 
Church, and to Perſons of all Rapks therein, according to 
their ſeveral Stations and Capacities. The Words in our 
Catechiſms are clear, In the ſecond Commandment, it 
is reguired of All, That We keep pure and intire ſuch 
religious Worſhip and Qrdinences as the Lord bath <p" 
pointed in bis Word : None call in L the Right - 
af Spporiers, ta require, in Things of Weight, the o , 
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cheſe whom * * 9110 ſhall % 
» that Tru ee Ley 4 | 
zoff Nations : And, with Ref to our Conenants, 


hat are they ? but only ari 7 de toe for bi 
s thy more ſtrongly and effectually 
+: reat Truſt we have from the Lg | 
all chis, it is excepted,T hat publick nations] 
Jews Sweari cb peruliar to 905 014 Hen Di/- 
28 and (uiteth net the St he Churches 
New, &c. To whith1 anſwer, e, That, the War- 
ants, aforeſaid, which are prophetical of what ſhall 
under the New Teſtament, take off the Strength o 
bis Objedion. zde, As was before. obſerved, the ver 
lature of a well-conſtituted Chur ts, imp uy at — 
gement to be faithful to the gr great Truſt of inſtituted 
Irdinances and Worlki , both to the Lord, and to one 
other for mutual ance: And our Covenents im- 
lx no more than the Solemnity of an Oath in the Cale. 
z0, Conſidering the circumſtanced Caſe in theſe Lands; 
he 2 unto the moral Duty of N 2 
lear, in d our Retor᷑mation, begun by a very 
$ * on in the Mid of many Powerful Enemies, 
ho, by all poſſible Means, ſaught to cruſh it, both ig the 
Bad, and in al the Party of its Advance; which rendered 
and mutual Bonds moſt 4 20 for keeping tha 
Nele Company faithful to God ta one anothetʒ 
while their Slag laid out themlelves, by all poſſible 
rts, Threats, Terrors and Allyrements, 4 divide and 
dreak them: It ever, in any Matter of Moment, an 
Dath was neceſſary, it was molt needful in theſe difficult 
nd dangerous JunQures. 4to, I ſincerely think, That - 
be Verification or Accompliſhment of the prophetical | 
deriptures in the Old Teſtament, which have ir Al- bs 
dect upon the New, is plainly exproſt, 2 Cor. viii. % 
ona we are taught, That they who were received into 
ve themſelves to the Lord, and un- 
the Churches by the rh God, 
is Het or, 4 in ex 


= 


h urcheſociety, 
0 the Overſeers 
pnfcls, that an 
exms, 7150 * is con 
dec o the. in} 


| L the Nitions their devouting themſelves unto the 


edemelves to be faithful to that Tru 
ſtanding we he ſtill urged to adduce Precedents under 


of / 


| Churches, and fo 92 2 containeth 1 Subs 


ſtance, what is pleadel in in Behalf ot our Covenant, which 


d 


ſubmitting to his Ordinances 11 . . 
not with- 


the New Teſtament ; Tay add, That if this Argumens 

prove any Thing, it 2 too much, and therefore 

= —＋ nothing: It may be alled 0 (which the 4 

de do) That Ne e have no direct 
un 


der the New Teſtament, lawful W 


no of Chriſtians their being inveſted with the Office 


Magiftracy. But there is no Ground for concluding 
the Uolawfulnef of theſe Things on that Acco unt : For, 
theNew Teſtament ſuppoſes and confirms what 1s taught 
inthe Old. We have ſufficient Grounds for them in 
the Word; and whether under the'Old or New Teſta- 
ment, it is one u the Matter, the Church in Ef. 
ſentials being the ſame, and the Old Teſtament is our 


Rule as well as the New. I go on to the 


Third, vn. Whether or not our Covenants obli 
Poſterity? Here alſo, we hold the Affirmative. I 
I think may be ſoon and eaſily Ape 1ſt, We find 
many Inſtances under the Old Teſtament of Oaths x; vm 
obliging the Poſterity; and of awful Inſtances, inſtructin 
That the Lord puniſhed the Poſterity for breakin 2 


Oaths into which their Anceſtors brought them: 
mention, as before, ſome Scriptural P 


ges, from = 
whereof, this Truth may be evinced. See Deut: 29. 
from the 24,and onward,1 Kings 9.8, 9. 20bren: 7. 22. Fer? 
22. 8. and in I 2 Sem: 21. 1, 2, 3. Oc. where 
the Breach of an Oath (that ſeemed very exce ptionable) 
made to the Gibeonites, was 8 So in the 
Remains of Saul Family. 9. through - 
out. In Sum, the Sn 7 of 1 oF Teſtament 
by (as of ours alſo) _ reducible to the ſad 
ead of Covenant-breaki n which. the Pro- 

fer of the Lord, in their ſe al M es, did much 
Giſt : And many rr ff this Tenor we. 
e the Word ; as in Pſa}. 78, and 
| 1050 


* of Infant 


— 


- % | | 

WE ""_ 
3 with diverſe ather Places not neceſſury "1 
to be mentioned. If in any Caſe, lawful Oaths do oblige 
Poſterity, it muſt eſpecially take Place, where Gad 
himſelf condeſcendeth to be the Party, upon the one 
Hand, (may it be expreſt with due Reverence) and the 
Community hath the Honour to be the other. 24, I 
argue from a Maxim generally acknowledged, That in 
the Matter of Oaths and Covenants, into which a Cons 
mun ity enters, the Society is to be conſidered as a Per: 
ſon : And hence, ſo long as the Community ſtands; the F 
reſpective Oaths (in Things juſt and lawkul) continue 
to oblige : Were it not ſo, the Faith of ſuch Contracts 
betwirt States and Kingdoms, as to Peace, War, Com - 
merce, and what ſoe ver eſſe may be the Matter of them, 
would be quite enervated; For the Perſons themſelves, 
who e into the reſpective Oaths, may ſoon be car» 
ried off. It were aſtrange Poſition, and is, for what 
L know, condemned by all ations that a Society cannot 
be bound by any Oath longer than the Perſons ſubſiſt, 
who firſtentred into it:? What Confuſions, this would 
bring in upon Kingdoms, States and Churches, is ſa 
manifeſt, that I need not deduce the Matter. 3d, I 
take the Ordinance of Baptiſm to bear ſo much, wherein, 
as I underſtand it, the Engagements of the Parents de- 
rive to the baptized Infant; not only from the Duties, 
themſelves, being of a moral Nature, but alſo upon the 
Account of the Parent's Oath or ſolemn Engagement; 
and when the Children arrive at the Years of Dilcre. 
tion, it is the Duty of their Parents to acquaint them, 
T hat theſe Vows ly binding upon them, which the 
Parents undertook in their Stead, becauſe of the Infant's 
In:apacity, while in an Infant-State. So, I think, is 
this Sacrament underſtood by the Reformed Churches. 
9 2 Aga the Requiſites of entring 

Fourth, viz. To aſſign t uiſites of a- 

right into Vows and Covenants, which we have ſumm'd 
up, Jer. 4. 2. I refer to Commentators, for the Expo-' Tt 
lition of the Paſſage, and ſhall only touch the follo | 


Requilites and Cautions therein compriſed : And 2 | 


= 
. 
. 
© 
: o 
1 . 1 . 
- a 
N 
. * 

"Id 


12 


«0; le; . will be ai 


[5 * gal . geſt O jectiops nt he * 
ous Ones, m 


Hodges lag ” The tter, the Call thereunto 
vic -wha haxloever elle pertaineth to them, mu be 


Merl Br: Ao Doubts remain, and the is 
not diſintangled from theſe Thickets, the Porn cannot 


1 in Falb: * * , wbatſqver is not {of — 2 * 
Rom: 14+ 23+ 2 5 

Spies ſent to earch ch the Land of Canaan ot = 

required Oaths, the: material Que ** they pro- 


pole d about xk were ſatisfyingly ** Gen: 24. 
I, 2, 3, 4+ Joſb: 2+ from the 12. And I muſt ſay, con- 
ring the vaſt Pains our worthy Progenstors were at, 
far explaining every Point belonging unto the fore: 
mentioned Oaths, with the diligent Attention and 
eighty Concern * were upon the Spirits of Peo- 
e about them; as alſo, the clear Light, which did ſhine 
in theſe diele Dove 1s, * the plentiful Effuſion of the 
ns and boy of th Spirit of God ; 1 It is pt dad 
t ht, t man ed ignorantly, or without a 
1 u — Kay as ſome do now unchaxitably 
alledge: But, whatever be of that Matter, the Fault wat 
upon the Part of the Ignorant, and impeacheth not Du- 
ty in the Caſe. 

24, Lawful Oaths, whether more private or ſolemn, 
rauſt be gone into ily, and willing) The Mat- 
ters which concern Religion, Heart . Re- 
formation, may not be Fruits of Conſtraint. Mares 
over, to ſwear. fram the Influence of carnal and __ 
En 4 2 with a Deſign to advance ſome worldly 
Intereſts, is a Juggling. with God and Man, in the moſt 
ſolemn Act of Worſhip. A, diſmal Inſtance hereof we 
have, Jer. 42. 5, 6, 20. Nevertheleſs, a Difference 
79 be put betwixt. theſe, Who. refuſe to go in to 
2 . ths from wicked Principles, being nemics 

r of Religion; and ſuch as keep off 
; rupley from Tenderneſs of Conſcience, Far tf + 


hee . cl 2 2 48 a. 
to ſtar au e 921 ey goed 


5 C 


* <6 


enderneſs uſed in theſe Caſes, with Relation do eur 
wertants, by ſome of the brighteſt Lights in theſs 
imes; But, whatever bas been of: that r, I un- 
dertake not the Deſence of all the Managements: Sinful 
Men may not pretend to be unble in the beſt o 
Cauſes. U fe, Sg. Ape” , hate! 
34, It were a moſt unwarrantable Stretch, and a mur- 
ectng DethGon, far one to conelude his gracious Eſtate, 
from his — religious Oath, fer the carry 

on of Reformation. Howſoe ver important the Duty be, 
hen rightly qualified ; yet tis ſomewhat elſe, and q 
of another Nature, that conſtitutes à real Chriſtian ; 


at, might be declared, were it needful. They may wi 

re: great Alacrity, the one Day, cry, Hoſamna, to the Son 
and at David, who will be as Buly' afterward in redou- 
'co- {bliog their Cries, Crucify bim, Cracify bim, Mat. 21. 


throughout, and 27. 22. Pſal. 78. 34, 35, 369 . * 
4th, It ſufficeth not, to give juſt Acceſs to ſealin 
Ordinances, without any further Inquiry or Trial, that 
ie Perſon hath taken a religious Oath as aforelaid, 
in regard he may be doſtitute of the neceflary Oualities | 
eſſential to a true Believer. I charitably, | Un ws out - 
worthy Anceſſors were guided to due Caiition berenn. 
5th, It carrieth no Prejudice to our Coyenants; 


mn, ll therein we ſwear to maintain our Civil Liberties: The 

lat» WH Church and Common · wealth are not thereby, confodn- | 
Re- ded by an unwarrantable Mixture; In regard ſuch Li- \ 
2re* berties are alſo a Part of the Truſt giyen to Commyni- 
0 ties; and a ſwearing Faithfulneſs thertunto, is juRtly 1 
diy eſteemed a Part of Religion. „ Wales g- . r N A 
noſt 6th, The great Matter then and Hipge, which 5 
we all turns, is, The Vowing and _—_ in Path hat Bs 
nee il entertaining Proſpects from or for Self, Yur having | | 

to Eye upo 8 5 


od in Chriſt only ; as tis well exprefsd | 
the Covenants themſelyves; yet hereb the Dub is hot. Lig Y8 
Confined 322 As to the = e 
Fifth and Laſt, vit. To dete the haiious Sinfalnefs © ' "| {| 
of dealing falfly in the great and yeighty Matter of &-. 1 


venantt : I dffet'a few- Remarks, 
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= : L. 14 7 ; * ö 
Method, (1. ) As it was with the Lord's People of . 
ſo it hath. been and is with us, One main $ of 

enr Defections is, our Truſting to an Arm of Fleſh; Wl Þ: 
A. 17. 5, 6. Iſrael was full of Self- confidence; Often 
lid they repeat their Promiſes to do all that the Lord 
required, Exod. 19. 8. and 24. 3. 5. 27» Joſb. 
24. 21. But alas! there was not ſuch a Heart in them: 
This, as to the Generality, was an empty Flouriſh 
Their Hearts were not right with bim; and hence, they 
were not ficdfe({ in bit Covenant. This was their Bang, 
and it is ours, Pſi}. 78. 37. (2.) The Hainouſhefs of 
eur Covenant-breaking will appear further from our 
Church-Hiſtory, We went out from Popery 3 and our 
Reformers undertook their great Atchievements;. not by 
humane Politicks, but from a powerful and efficacious 
Work of Grace upon their Spirits; and the Hearts of 
y who joined them. The ſeyeral Parts of that 
9 in Doctrine, Worſhip and Government, were 
again and again conſidered, having been. often by Faſt- 
ing .and Prayer laid before the Lord for Light and Con- 
duct: And ſpecially our Presbyterial Government was 
brought under the Cognizance of ſeveral General Aſſem- 
blies, and therein examined, to adjuſt it according to 
The Word; Time was given, during the Intervals, un- 
7 every One concerned, to conſider and try each Part: 
They were alſo carneſtly defired, and full Freedom was 
allowed unto them, to propoſe their Exceptions, or Ob- 
jections, 32 Aſſembly or otherwiſe: When; after 
Theſe excellent and unexceptionable Methods, Perſons 

8 all Ranks bound themſelyes by Ozth, in the Lord's 
trength, to be faithful to ſo great 4 Truſt, and helpful 
one another therein; Tis ſtrange the Practice ſhould 
quarrelled. The Command is ſweet and clear, Revs. 
3. 11. Mold faft that which thou beſt, that no Man tale 
thy Crown. And the Exhortation, 2 John 8. Look to 
Jour ſelves, that we loſe not theſe Things which we have 
wrong bt. Compare Rev. 2.25. In Truſts among Men, 
Oaths are found neceiſary 5 and ſhall they be ex 

- ay only in the Truſt we have from the Lord? (3) 
Ihe happy State of Matters; as to Wr 
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uri dom, in 12.2. Times, 
ſpecial Conſideration in its own Place, and 


our Breaches thereof. The Ordinanees, of Dos 
Arine and Government, were then in their Prime; 


Head; and Satan's Kingdom brought to a low 
thro? - — Ingathering 
Many were conyerted, — others confirmed, A Diſ- 
penſation of the _ | was moſt en as beautiſied 
with the Lu ſweetned by the Reliſh of Heaven ; 
We were then Fay as the Moon, clear as the Sin, end 
terrible as an Army with Banners, "_ 6. ax 
Thus our gracious Lord condeſcended tb ap — Te: | 
Seal to. his own Work, as of old his Glory fi —— 


bernacle and Temple, when finiſhed, according 


| 

— Pattern he had ſhewed, Exod. 40. from ay — — 

at I Xing, 8. 10, 11. and throughout. (4+) It ought to be 

re pondered, That the Obligation of theſe Covenants was 

t- che Caſe of Confefion tated in this Church during '2 - 

n- long Trac of cruel Perſecution 3 — of the — 
precious Servants and Saints wete pl 7 


— 


and put to Death, upon the 122 
adbering to them, . that of ering 
Covenants and Cauſe 4 God. As the Diſp 
Ordinances 
Croſs; ſo our Conteſſors and were ves dup 
tenanced in their bearing Teſtimony thereunto, and 
owni 
Breath and 91 the ſame with Pk difelpedtul 
rous Preſumption for any to iſre 

of Gem, or their Ayia Teſtimony, Rom. 10. 10. 
10. 32. Mark 8. 38. Pal. & 15 

To conelude, I only add, That the Lord is righteous © 
in whatſoever 3 he hath inflicted og, may further 
lay upon us, conſidering how deeply theſe Lands are 
involved iy the 2 complex Sin of N 
breaking: This 2 a large Field, and lead — 1 
a ſad Hiltory of the Defections ofthe Churches, i in cheſs 


Lands, and 8 our Mother · Church in 2 Sul 125 5 
er not upon chat extenſive Ba 


rene 


ravateth” 


Open Wickedneſs was repreſſed, how ſoon it ſet up bs 


the - 
was moſt remarkably bleſſed, tho' under * 


the Obligation of our Covenants with their * 
tis 


2 


28 
of the People to Shilob.z © 


1 1 
oy 8 f ibis litrlo kay beanarelied wenns 
Mien what is thorein advanced, let him keep cloſe fy 
+ State of the*Controverſy, and inſtrud, I bat 
F — of Chrift's Dackrine, Worſhip, and Sve 
55 Fee, mont, are neither a Truſt committed to the Thurd 
* Ps was! it lawtul for them te ſwear -Faithfulnels ther 
urt63' which I am conſidene cannot bo done: And c re 
*wiſe-T. ſee no Cauls to take Things extraneous 4 
Conſideration Touching 7 of theſo Coventdial 
. the -Dogrine, Worſhip. and Government ſwent 
Ats in them; There are ſo Ʒay Volumes for Vindie 
tion thereof ettant and unanſwered, that I ſhall not, 
* — he meddle wich /Cortroyerſies on th 10 


e 64 
"Þ mn this Ne the Printer bas inſert the fue 
Advertiſement, 4 


g eee given, there is' 3 Deſig 
publiſh, by Subſeription, A collection of very valu 
2 conſiſting of Letters, Warnings, Declerations,a 
"Exbortations, wit reſpes to the Reformation of 1 
Scotland, England and Ireland; and particularly fi 
== 1618 fo the Tear 1660. It is therefore ex 1 55 
defired, that all ſuch as have any Papers rela 
* That Period, would be pleaſed to e the 12 
to the Undertakers, in pF to their being gathered 
ether; and preferved in Volumes, one or more, for 
eſtimony to the Covenanted Work of Reformation, that 
the ſanie may not be loſt, but tranſmitted to Tofferity« 
And all t ele, who have any of the foreſaid N 2 by 
em, are 1 10 further advertiſed, tu giye the ſame 
| * 5 Hm aten Bookſeller in the Parliament toſs Jobs 
rch 1 85 Zucken · boot bs, l | ;eorg 
ton Book(el e or t 
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LY we 1 1 85 Boo lllrs in 8 Gine who, N 


